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Recap!

• Two separate ATC projects being 
progressed
– Firstly, extending and improving the VHF 

voice cover over various areas of the North Sea
– Secondly, introducing a new surveillance 

system to allow the Dyce controllers to ‘see’
the positions of offshore helicopters and other 
fixed wing aircraft

– Both these systems will add to offshore 
helicopter safety



The VHF Voice Project

• Includes extension of SNS coverage area
• Improvement in the CNS/NNS area and 

elimination of the current ‘black holes’
• Introduces new coverage to West of 

Shetlands
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CNS/NNS and WOS New VHF Voice 
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Multilateration Project 
(Surveillance)
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Latest Update

• All equipment now received from Sensis
• Approx 70% of hardware deliveries made to 

offshore locations
• Some install work has been carried out 
• Progress still slower than had been hoped but has 

improved recently
• Legal agreement document still being held up due 

to problems with liabilities and indemnities 
clauses (meeting yesterday!)



Current Installation Status         
(VHF Voice)

• SNS – Ravenspurn N and Leman 27A complete; 
Murdoch delayed due to lack of signed agreement

• CNS/NNS – Beryl, Brae and Forties all VHF sets 
installed, but some commissioning still 
outstanding; Gannet scheduled for August, 
Claymore for September, Judy date awaited 
(subject to signed agreement).  Thanks are due to 
Talisman, Apache and ExxonMobil for their 
efforts

• WOS – Schiehallion progressing, move to fibre 
optic planned, may first use interim satellite 
solution



Multilateration Status
• Equipment fitted on Beryl and Forties
• Claymore scheduled for September
• Elgin planned for next week
• Gannet and Nelson planned for August and 

September
• Harding and Bruce progressing but no dates 

yet available
• Other sites moving forward 
• Some locations awaiting signed off 

agreement document



Summary of Progress

• Approx 25% (7 out of 26 equipments fitted) 
of install work now complete, though 
commissioning yet to be finalised

• NATS have strengthened the project team 
with new Project Manager and 3 additional 
staff (not full time)

• Man days by NATS’ staff now approx 60 
per month



In Service Dates

• NATS still have end 2008 as the target in 
service dates for voice and m’lat, but these 
are stretch targets, especially for the 
multilateration surveillance system

• It may be possible to commence m’lat
service with reduced accuracy using clusters 
with 3 working sites rather than the 4 which 
will be used in due course



CAA FODCOM

• The FODCOM has completed its consultation 
phase and CAA will soon announce the date when 
surveillance will become mandatory for all flights

• For areas where there is neither available radar nor 
m’lat, aircraft will be using alternative systems 
such as Blue Sky (a satellite linked data system 
using aircraft derived GPS position), but this will 
not be connected to the ATC tower in Dyce.  This 
is notpart of the current projects 



Conclusion

• The legal agreement document is now the critical 
path item, this must be concluded as soon as 
possible for progress to continue

• Every effort needs to be made to carry out the 
remaining install work and commissioning

• Flight trials will be carried out to check adequate 
coverage has been achieved before the systems 
can be brought into operational use


